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	How to Operate a Ham Radio 



Ham radio enthusiasts operate primarily via voice and Morse code. Each has unique characteristics, requires skill and provides its own enjoyment. 
  

Voice Operation 
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Steps: 
1.  

Check frequencies. Each band offers different communication possibilities depending on atmospheric conditions and time of day. 
 

2.  

Make certain you are within proper frequency allocation permitted by your license. 
 

3.  

Tune band to find a clear frequency. 
 

4.  

Tune transmitter into dummy load. 
 

5.  

Monitor frequency for a short period to make certain you will not interfere with another conversation. 
 

6.  

Begin your first transmission by asking if frequency is clear. 
 

7.  

Call CQ. 
 

8.  

Monitor transmitter and antenna performance while transmitting. 
 

9.  

Exchange routine information with your contact. 
 

10.  

Speak naturally but relatively slowly and distinctly. 
 

11.  

Make your transmissions relatively short to assure continuous contact. 
 

12.  

Allow appreciable pause when turning over transmission to other party so that other parties on frequencies might have a chance to join in conversation. 
 

13.  

Remember to identify your station with your license call letters every 10 minutes or sooner. 
 

14.  

Sign off smartly when the conversation is over.  Don't draw out your goodbyes. 
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Tips: 
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Be sure to check higher bands such as 10 and 15 meters, which open on a sporadic basis and provide exotic DX. 
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It's considered polite to join in a conversation only if the subjects being discussed are casual.  Rely on your intuition. 
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Warnings: 
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Cursing and swearing are prohibited. 
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Do not rely on Q signals when operating voice. Simply say what you mean. 
 

Morse Code Operation 
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Steps: 
1.  

Check different frequencies, but remember that Morse code allows operation under crowded and weak signal conditions unsuitable for voice operation. 
 

2.  

Be sure you're within a band frequency appropriate to your license. 
 

3.  

Find a clear spot. 
 

4.  

Tune transmitter into dummy load. 
 

5.  

Call CQ or answer another ham's CQ. 
 

6.  

Monitor transmitter performance. 
 

7.  

Apply receiver filtering, if necessary. 
 

8.  

Exchange basic information in first transmission, including signal report, name and location. 
 

9.  

Send at a rate that you are capable of receiving, not faster than you can receive. 
 

10.  

Use full break-in operation, if possible, to allow the other ham to interrupt you if conditions change. 
 

11.  

Make transmissions short and to the point. 
 

12.  

Don't be afraid to carry on a general, "get to know you" conversation. 
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Tips: 
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Language is actually less of a barrier with Morse operations than with voice. 
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You can work stations around the world with minimal power and a simple antenna using Morse code. 
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Morse code aficionados are generally more laid back than voice operators. 
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Warnings: 
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Practice your sending off the air. 
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Expect to be nervous during your first few contacts. 
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Although Morse transmissions generally are legal on most parts of most bands, an informal "gentleman's agreement" finds most Morse operators in the lowest 50 mHz of the band. 
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Tips from eHow.com Users: 
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ID at the end!  Don't forget to identify yourself at the END of the contact also.

Article from www.ehow.com



Working the International Space Station. 

 Callsigns in Use
The following call signs are available for use on the ISS: 

	Russian callsigns
	RS0ISS,   RZ3DZR

	USA callsign
	NA1SS

	Packet station mailbox callsign
	RS0ISS-11

	Packet station keyboard callsign
	RS0ISS


Frequencies in use
The following frequencies are currently used for ARISS general QSO's
Voice and Packet Downlink: 145.80 (Worldwide)
Voice Uplink: 144.49 for Regions 2 and 3 (The Americas, and the Pacific) 
Voice Uplink: 145.20 for Region 1 (Europe, Central Asia and Africa) 
Packet Uplink: 145.99 (Worldwide)

How do I get a QSL card for an astronaut contact? 
For the USA:

ARRL Headquarters
ARISS QSL 
225 Main Street
Newington, CT 06111-1494 USA

This is SUITSAT-1, Amateur Radio Station RS0RS!!”  FEB 3rd
These words will echo from space in the near future, inspiring students, exciting ham radio operators and touching the world. 

If all goes as planned, a unique Extra-Vehicular Activity (EVA)—or Spacewalk will be conducted on the International Space Station (ISS) in early February 2006. During this spacewalk, the ISS crew will push a Russian spacesuit overboard---with no humans in it, of course! But this Spacesuit holds the hopes, dreams and creativity of students around the world. And for a week or two, this Suit-robot-satellite will take on a life of its own---parroting students voices from around the world, voicing down suit health telemetry and sending a special commemorative picture to all who want to receive it. 

Suitsat-1 (also called Radioskaf or Radio Sputnik in Russian) mission activities will be conducted on the amateur radio (ham radio) frequencies, a bit above the FM broadcast band. The voice signals can be picked up with ham radio receivers and FM VHF (Very High Frequency) scanners—like police-band scanners. 

Students, scouts, teachers, ham radio operators, and the general public are encouraged to track the space suit, hear the conversations from space, copy the suit telemetry and capture the picture. A special certificate will be distributed to those who receive the voice signals and those who capture the picture. 

Different tracking programs are available here http://www.amsat.org/amsat-new/tools/software.php - shareware

dah dit dah dit  dah dah dit dah  MORSE CODE  PRACTICE

Code Practice is being held on the radio at 146.550 on Wednesday nights starting at 7:00 to 7:30 pm.  Meet the guys on the 145.410 repeater and then move off to simplex to copy the code practice.

If you want more practice, then listen to W1AW transmits on-the-air code practice and bulletins of interest to hams.

The Slow Code Speed Practice is during the following times:

Morning – 

1400 UTC (9 AM EST)   CW slow    Wed, Fri

Afternoon and Evening – 

2100 UTC (4 PM EST)   CW slow      Tue, Thu

0000  "   (7 PM EST)      CW slow      Mon, Wed, Fri

0300  "   (10 PM EST)    CW slow      Tue, Thu

Frequencies (MHz) 

CW:    1.8175   3.5815   7.0475   14.0475   18.0975   21.0675    28.0675   147.555

Morse Code practice (slow) starts at 5 and then moves up in speed to 7.5, 10, 13 and 15 WPM.

Code practice texts are from QST, and the source of each practice is given at the beginning of each practice and at the beginning of alternate speeds.

W1AW code practice transmissions can also be found in MP3 files at http://www.arrl.org/w1aw/morse.html
An excellent code program can be downloaded from:    http://justlearnmorsecode.com/
Dah dah dit dit dit      dit dit dit dah dah.

Until next month,

Happy Hamming!

The Club meeting will be held at the American Legion post in North Judson at 7:00 pm.


Hopefully, somebody will come up with a program.  


There should be a report on the code practice class being conducted over-the-air.


Initial planning for a Fox hunt to be held in March.


NEWS FLASH


The new Element 2 question pool will become effective for all examinations administered on or after July 1, 2006, and it will remain valid until June 30, 2010. The current Element 2 question pool that became effective July 1, 2003, will expire June 30, 2006.

















The VE team conducted Amateur Radio licensing testing on January 11 There were three who passed the Technician class test: Randall Brown, KC9ISH; Robert Tingley, KC9ISI and Randall Stafford, KC9ISJ. 


The next test session will be in April at the Starke County Public Library on West Culver Road in Knox, IN.   The fee for each test is $14.00.      





If you have any questions you can e-mail � HYPERLINK "mailto:w9joz@w9joz.org" ��w9joz@w9joz.org� or call John, KA4HWX at 574-772-2772.


We hope to have a big turn out for the testing session.











FCC Requires Payment of Vanity Call Sign Fee at Renewal Too.





The VEC can not/will not handle Vanity Call Renewal. You must go straight to the FCC.  





�














Feb 3-Feb 5, 1500Z-0400Z, Lubbock, TX. Buddy Holly Memorial, W5B. 47th anniversary of the death of Buddy Holly. 18.150 14.260 7.260 3.860. QSL. W5B Buddy Holly QSL, c/o Bryan Edwards, 3801 68th St, Lubbock, TX 79413. � HYPERLINK "http://www.amcrc.com/w5b" �www.amcrc.com/w5b�.





Feb 4, 1400Z-2300Z, Nacogdoches, TX. Nacogdoches Amateur Radio Club, W5NAC. Space Shuttle Columbia Recovery Special Event Station. 28.365 21.365 14.265 7.265. QSL. Nacogdoches ARC, 167 County Rd 2093, Nacogdoches, TX 75965. � HYPERLINK "http://www.w5nac.com/" �www.w5nac.com�.





It won’t be long before the Spring storms start showing up.  Are you ready?


Now is the time to take inventory of your gear and make sure that all batteries are functioning, as they should.  Are they still holding a charge? If not, then now is when you should order new ones.


Are your Emergency antennas still in working order?  A good J- pole can come in handy to hit the repeater from inside your house when that lightening is hitting all around you.


Also, don’t forget to monitor and check in if an emergency net is called.





Tornado season starts in the American Midwest as early as February each year.

















Mosley Classic 33 Triband Beam 75 dollars. Contact Tom, WA9NGO at � HYPERLINK "mailto:wa9ngo@hotmail.com" ��wa9ngo@hotmail.com�





Wanted: 2-meter rig contact Bob Brown, N9CQD 574-772-5079 or email him at � HYPERLINK "http://www.w9joz.org/rbrown001@earthlink.net" �rbrown001@earthlink.net�





Cabin Fever Hamfest�LaPorte Amateur Radio Club. Talk-In: 146.610 - (PL 131.8)


LaPorte, IN�Civic Auditorium�1001 Ridge Street


Time: 8:00am central time.





55th Dayton Hamvention 19-21 May 2006


Trotwood, OH�Hara Arena�1001 Shiloh Springs Road


� HYPERLINK "http://www.hamvention.org/" �http://www.hamvention.org/�





�


























Special Interest Articles


VE Testing- three new  hams.


Club meeting is February 16.
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“Chompin Dog --- K9RFI --- When fido strips your coax for you. (TNX KB7NTL)”
















































































