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I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E  

1 Meeting Reminder 

2 Events/Articles 

 

  

 

 
 

Next Meeting is 

May 18, 2017 

 

Indiana QSO Party May 6th 

Contest starts at 1500 UTC Saturday and ends at 

0300 UTC Sunday the first full weekend of May. 

(Saturday 11am to 11pm EDT or 10am to 10pm 

CDT.) 

Indiana stations send RS(T) plus Indiana county, 

which is INSTA for Starke. 

See http://hdxcc.org/inqp/rules.html for rules 

and how to submit your log. 

Don’t forget that Rich K9CIV is an ARRL 

Card Checker and can check your QSL cards 

for submission to the DXCC/WAS program. 

 

Meetings are at the Henry F. Schricker Library on 
the third Thursday of each month, with the 

exception of December. 

The library is located on west Culver Road, two 
blocks west of Highway 35. 

 

                          
 
The Bands are OPEN!   
 

                      Are you on the air? 

http://hdxcc.org/inqp/rules.html
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May Events 

Birthdays 

 

May 6 - Linda KC8PKY 

May 7 - Ed K9KW 

May 16 - Garland KC9GKZ 

May 24 - Bart KC9FQA 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Starke County Amateur Radio Club Weekly 2 Meter Net 

DAY OF WEEK: Saturday 8:00 p.m. Central time 

HOST: KN9OX Repeater 

FREQUENCY: 145.410 - 600 

PL TONE: 131.8 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Arduino Ham Radio Starter Kit 
 

Webmaster or Executive - STARKE COUNTY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 

 

Earlier this year, I published a series of articles on my web site called the "Arduino 

Ham Radio Starter Kit". The purpose of this information is to encourage more hams and 

their clubs to engage with the local maker community as a gateway to amateur radio. 

 

These articles explain Arduino basics in a ham radio context. They contain many 

suggestions about how amateurs can use Arduinos, as well as how a ham club can engage 

other makers in hobby activities. 

 

Please take a moment to review the Arduino Ham Radio Starter Kit articles. If you find 

them to be useful, please consider passing these along to your members or contacts. 

 

You can use these articles by linking them to your web site, Twitter feed, Facebook 

page or by e-mail. 

The URL is: 

http://play.fallows.ca/wp/series/arduino-ham-radio-starter-kit/ 

 

Thanks for your consideration. If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact 

me. 

 

73 John Fallows VE6EY Calgary, Alberta   mailto:ve6ey@fallows.ca 

http://play.fallows.ca/wp/series/arduino-ham-radio-starter-kit/
mailto:ve6ey@fallows.ca
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Same-Band “Dueling CQs” Now Prohibited in All ARRL Contests 
04/05/2017  

ARRL has clarified its contest rules to clearly prohibit the practice of interleaved CQs — also known as 

“dueling CQs” — on two or more frequencies in the same band. The clarification is an extension of existing 

rules that permit only “one transmitted signal,” and it formalizes what had been a “gentleman’s agreement.” 

  

“ARRL reviewed it, concurred that this is technically occupying two channels, and in consultation with 

several members of the Board of Directors — who had been contacted by concerned parties — and the 

Programs and Services Committee, it was concluded we needed to ‘clarify’ our existing rules,” ARRL 

Contest Branch Manager Bart Jahnke, W9JJ, said. 

An explanatory paragraph points out, “The intent of the rules has always been that a participant would 

use/occupy only a single channel in a given band, changing frequency in band from time to time leaving a 

CQ frequency to work a multiplier or to change the CQing frequency as band occupancy or changing 

propagation dictated, and this rules clarification will now give the needed added clarity to that intent.” 

The issue arose when a multioperator station successfully employed in-band interleaved CQs in the last 

ARRL International DX SSB event, substantially boosting their score. 

The topic subsequently occupied a lot of bandwidth on the CQ-Contest reflector, where elite contester Frank 

Donovan, W3LPL, observed, “That doesn’t make it right for [a contest station] to follow this practice that is 

generally understood to be unacceptable behavior by all of the rest of us.” At the time of the event, however, 

ARRL rules did not explicitly prohibit the practice, and as another top contester, Steve London, N2IC, 

asked, “Falls under the ‘what is not specifically prohibited is allowed’ rule?” 

Responding to a poster who said dueling CQs on the same band was simply “innovation,” Hans Brakob, 

K0HB, opined, “By any reasonable measure, running interleaved CQs on two [frequencies] in the same band 

consumes two operating channels on that band. In the existing period of limited propagation, many would 

consider such double-occupancy of a finite resource to be selfish, not innovative.” 

The update brings ARRL’s contest rules in line with those of CQ-sponsored contests, which already prohibit 

the practice of in-band, interleaved CQs. The IARU HF Championship Contest bans the practice for 

multioperator entries. 

The rule clarification does not prohibit the practice of alternating CQs on different bands, also called 2BSIQ 

— two-band synchronized interleaved QSOs. 

“Reprinted with permission, March 2017 QST; copyright ARRL.” 
 
 

 

 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Real-Time Lightning Map :: LightningMaps.org 
  

  

   

  

    

 
Real-Time Lightning Map :: LightningMaps.org 

See lightning strikes in real time across the planet. Free access to maps of 

former thunderstorms. By Blitzortung.org and contributors. 
 

 

 View on www.lightningmaps.org  Preview by Yahoo  

  

 
  

Use the link below for easy access to site. 
 

http://tinyurl.com/md6eooo 
 

__________________________________________________________ 
FCC Personal Radio Service Revisions Will Affect GMRS, FRS, CB, 

Other Part 95 Devices 
04/28/2017  

In a lengthy Report and Order (R&O) in a proceeding (WT Docket No. 10-119) dating back 7 years, the 

FCC has announced rule changes affecting the General Mobile Radio Service (GMRS), the Family Radio 

Service (FRS), the Citizens Band Radio Service (CBRS or “CB”), as well as other applications that fall 

under the FCC’s Part 95 Personal Radio Services (PRS) rules and regulations. Part 95 devices typically are 

low-power units that communicate over shared spectrum and, with some exceptions, do not require an 

individual user license from the FCC. As the R&O explains, common examples of PRS devices include 

“walkie-talkies;” radio-control cars, boats, and planes; hearing assistance devices; CB radios; medical 

implant devices; and Personal Locator Beacons. 

“This draft Report and Order completes a thorough review of the PRS rules in order to modernize them, 

remove outdated requirements, and reorganize them to make it easier to find information,” the FCC said in a 

summary attached to the R&O. “As a result of this effort, the rules will become consistent, clear, and 

concise.” 

GMRS and FRS devices are used for personal communication over several miles; compact FRS handhelds, 

often sold in pairs, are widely available. While GMRS and FRS share spectrum, GMRS provides for greater 

communications range and requires an FCC license; FRS does not.  

“The rules will increase the number of communications channels for both GMRS and FRS, expand digital 

capabilities to GMRS (currently allowed for FRS), and increase the power/range for certain FRS channels to 

meet consumer demands for longer range communications (while maintaining higher power capabilities for 

licensed GMRS),” the FCC explained. 

The amended rules eventually will eliminate combination FRS/GMRS radios for the most part, but allow up 

to 2 W PEP output for FRS transceivers. “[M]any current users of GMRS/FRS combination radios do not 

obtain licenses to operate over the GMRS frequencies in those radios,” the FCC said. “Much of this problem 

likely arises as a result of the mass consumer marketing of combination devices for sale to the public in large 

quantities to users who do not know about or do not understand the licensing requirements attached to such 

radios and obligations associated with operating in the GMRS.” 

http://www.lightningmaps.org/realtime?lang=en#y=42.40992758520977;x=-87.77160134843751;z=5;t=3;m=sat;r=0;s=201;d=7;a=2;dc=0;o=1;n=0;ra=1;
http://www.lightningmaps.org/realtime?lang=en#y=42.40992758520977;x=-87.77160134843751;z=5;t=3;m=sat;r=0;s=201;d=7;a=2;dc=0;o=1;n=0;ra=1;
http://www.lightningmaps.org/realtime?lang=en#y=42.40992758520977;x=-87.77160134843751;z=5;t=3;m=sat;r=0;s=201;d=7;a=2;dc=0;o=1;n=0;ra=1;
http://tinyurl.com/md6eooo
https://apps.fcc.gov/edocs_public/attachmatch/DOC-344617A1.pdf
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The FCC said it no longer will certify FRS devices that incorporate GMRS capabilities or capabilities of 

other services. Existing GMRS/FRS combination radios that operate at power levels of less than 2 W ERP 

will be reclassified as FRS devices; existing GMRS/FRS radios that operate above that power level will be 

reclassified as GMRS devices, requiring an individual license. Radios that can transmit on GMRS repeater 

input channels will continue to be licensed individually and not by rule. 

“We believe the 2 W limit for FRS is appropriate, because many of the existing combination GMRS/FRS 

radios already operate under that level with no significant complaints about interference or other problems, 

and it provides a reasonable balance between the desire for increased range over the prior FRS power levels 

and battery life,” the FCC said. 

The FCC said changes to the decades-old Citizens Band (CB) rules will remove outdated requirements, 

including certain labeling requirements. DXing on Citizens Band will become legal too. Once the new rules 

are effective, CBers will be allowed to contact stations outside of the FCC-imposed — but widely 

disregarded — 155.3-mile distance limit. The revised CB rules further clarify how hands-free devices can be 

used with CB radios and will allow the use of wireless microphones with CB radios. “We find the record 

persuasive regarding the consumer demand for this feature, and it will promote safety on the highways by 

reducing driver distraction for those using CB [radios],” the FCC said. The FCC left in place the current 

power limits for the CB Radio Service. 

The rule changes will phase out the use of voice-scrambling or “obscuring” features in all Part 95 devices, 

and it will ultimately prohibit manufacture, importation, or sale of any devices incorporating such features, 

“regardless of whether the Commission has previously certified that radio.” 

Overall, the FCC said, its action “achieves a thorough review of Part 95 rules and creates a new rule 

structure where common administrative rules are consolidated to reduce duplication, and individual subparts 

are structured with a common numbering scheme.” The FCC said the changes remove “outdated and 

unnecessary rules, while clarifying others.”  

Most of the new Part 95 rules will become effective 30 days after their publication in The Federal Register. 

“Reprinted with permission, March 2017 QST; copyright ARRL.” 

 

 

We have several new pieces of equipment for sale on our For Sale Page 

http://www.w9joz.org/forsale.htm 

Please check it out. 

 

Free:  2 Motorola Mobile Radios - one is set up to work cross-band 2-6. 

2 spools of RG 6 cable. Email John at w3ml@w3ml.com.  Will not ship. 

 

 

http://www.w9joz.org/forsale.htm
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If you have something for the newsletter, please send it to me before the 

20th of the month. 

 
See you at a meeting. 

 

73 

 John, W3ML 

 

 


