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ThePr esi dent 6s Corner

We | | i t 6s dwehrgin thd full swand gf haann

fun. Field day is behind us and the summer is just getting
started. Maybe with all the fairs and festivals around, we
should all consider advertising Amateur Radio. We all ha
badges and hats with our call signsonitdnadn 6 t f (
Tee shirts that we made with the club name on it.

It might be a good idea if we wear these when we go
somewhere.

Our club has grown to 34 members now; we have been
getting some publicity in local newspaper and in the ARR
QST.Sothewod i s getting out a
to relax. In the next few months we are going to be in a
parade and doing special events. Hopefully we can get th
word out about our club and what we can do so everyone|
will know that Ham Radio does exist Starke County and
what we can do. Our county already is benefiting from ha
radio do to Skywarn and we should let them know that.
Many of the alerts and warnings are initiated by us throug
the National Weather Service. So with that keep up the g
work.

CU at the meeting
Tony WOAL
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July Meeting

The meeting will be held at the Starke County
Public Library in Knox on Wednesday the 17th.
Agenda: Technical Night.

Bring a radio that you are having trouble with the
programming and we will attempt to teach you how to
program it in a very short time.

It is imperative that you know how to set the frequency,
the p. I. tone, and offset in a few seconds in an

emergency. Can you do it? If not, maybe we can teach
you how before the night is over.

Members for 2008

The following are the only paid members for 2008

WBIL - Mike
WBOCAO -Levi
W3ML -John

KC9HUB -Roy

N9CPX -Randy

KC9GKZ -Garland

KC9HUD -Dawn WC20 -Bill
NOLV-Mathew AA9YQ -Joe

KB9GPW - Steve
WAI9KRT -Don
KC9ISJ - Randy
KC9ISI -Bob
WA9ONGO -Tom
N9JU- Russell
KC9MRS-David

KB9OLZ -
WOAL -Tony
KCO9HUG -Janet
N9QYK -Paul
WOOP-Hugh
NOLU -Lisa
KCIONFD-Joe

KCONFC-Dan
KCO9MFC-Joe
K9CIV -Rich
KC9KPG- Mike
WOMTE -Ken
KCOMQD -Ken
NR5F-Bob
KC9JQO-Nancy
KCILUR- Pat
KE9ML-Bryan

Remember to vote on Club plans you must be a paid member.
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Let's Go T-Hunting
by Joe Moell KGOV

Here's an introduction to RDF contesting in southern
California, updated from a paper originally submitted
for Proceedings of the West Coast VHF/UHF
Conference.

VHF/UHF enthusiasts ofh install yagis and
guads at their home stations. Many take them c
on camping trips and use them on public servic
events. But did you know that some enjoy flying
the freeways and beating the back roads with o
hand on the steering wheel and the otirea
rotating antenna mast?

Perhaps you have seen these hams on weeker
intently driving and turning their beams. What a
they doing? They are competing in hidden
transmitter hunts.

If you've never experienced one of these mobile radio
direction finding (RDF) contests, you have missed
some of the greatest excitement a ham can have.
While there are several names for it such as "fox-
hunting" and "bunny chasing," in southern California
this sport is almost always referred to as "T-hunting."

Transmitter hating seems to be one of the best
kept secrets in ham radio, even though dozens
hams here consider themselves to be regular
hunters. They range in age from the teens to th
eighties. Besides keeping the coordinated-two
meter hunt frequency (146.565 MIF¥)

hopping, hunters love to hash over their exploits
by the hour on their favorite repeaters.

The idea is simple: One or two hams take a
transmitter, antenna, and some sort of distinctiv
audio source tacarefully selected spot, then
make continuous dantermittent transmissions.
Usually they remain stationary, though mobile
"bunnies" are popular with some groups.
Sometimes there are more than one "T" to be
found. Surplus ammunition cans are often used
hidden transmitter enclosures. The hunters, as
individuals or in teams, do their best to home in
on the hidden station(s) with their mobile and
portable RDF gear.

T-hunters think their events are more fun than any other
ham contest. You get to meet and socialize with your
competitors both before andafthe event. Usually, you'll
find out your score and how well you placed before you ¢
home. You may encounter your competitors along the we
with opportunities to try to "psych them out” or misdirect
them. (Hence the southern California maxim: "Newestt
anything said by a-hunter or hider.")

"Techies" like the thrill of finding the hidden T
with gear they made themselves. They relentles
work to improve their setups. Mystery lovers an
dyedin-the-wool contesters love the challenge,
because verfiunt is a fresh start to a new
adventure. Your past performances are forgotte
It's just your team and your equipment against
today's hider and the other hunters.

At some point, every ham will find knowledge of
RDF techniques useful, because it simpdifseich
chores as finding a neighborhood source of poy
line interference or TV cable leakagehtinters
here frequently are called upon to track down
sources of "spurs,” intermodulation and noise tf
can plague amateur (and sometimes commerci
repeates.

RDF plays an important part in Amateur Radio
selfpolicing. In many areas of the country,
including southern California, there are standing
agreements between Local Interference
Committees and district FCC offices, permitting
volunteer ham RDFers to tjer evidence leading
to prosecution in serious cases of malicious
interference.

You have up to a dozen competitive hunt
opportunities to choose from every month in Lo;
Angeles, Orange, Riverside and Santa Barbara
Counties. They are all different in somvay, such
as time or mileage scoring, day or night start,
single or multiple transmitters, intermittent or
continuous signal, wide or narrow boundaries. (
perhaps there are no boundaries at Eithst

hunts are on two meters with FM signals, but
there ae occasional FM hunts on the 50, 223, 4
and 1200 MHz bands. There have even been h
for Amateur Television transmissions on 434
MHz.

Continued on page 3
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There are many ways to score mobikaunts. Due to

SIDEBAR ARTICLES traffic problens, "Firstin-Wins" hunts are less common
than "LowMileageWins" hunts in southern California.
How WAS YOUR FIELD DAY Odometer calibration differences are resolved by

requesting hunters to obtain an odometer correction fac
by driving a standardized course in advance of thm. hu
This correction factor is called tl@enshaw Factor

EXPERIENCE ?

LET US KNOW SO WE CAN  ADD because the course runs along Crenshaw Boulevard for,
YOUR COMMENTS IN THE NEXT approximately 9 miles.
NEWSLETTER . T-hunters have become very sophisticated at
finding dastardly lding places. With the right
OUR OWN FOR SALE PAGE IS AT combination of location and antenna, they mak
WWW.W9J0OZ .0ORG it difficult for hunters to get reliable bearings.

Like a ventriloquist, a good hider can make the
signal appear to be coming from some other
location. With careful planning (andlittle luck),
the signal's characteristics can cause the huntg
to approach the transmitter from the most
HAM RAD I 0 FAN D)=8 | | difficult direction, with impassable roads or oth
obstructions, even though the T may be easily
accessible via other routes. Perhaps the hidér
camouflage the setup so well that the hunters

won't find the transmitter unless they literally tr
over it.

How To Learn More

While commercial RDF equipment is available, the
majority of southern California-Runters prefer to build
their own gear. Allyou need to get started is a directional
antenna, an attenuator to knock down strong nearby
signals, and a receiver withreter. You may have it all
right now! If so, it will only take a bit of installation work
on the family car to get you going.

For equipment information, installation ideas,
and hunting techniques, reAa@ANSMITTER
HUNTING---Radio Direction Finding Simplified
by KOV and WB6UZZ, published by Tab
Books (#2701). This book is availableraany
electronics and ham radio stores. It is also
available by mail from ARRL Bookstore and
from the authors

For a new ham radio adventure, try going out on a hiddg
transmitter hunt. Be prepared fwme pleasant surprises.

Remember, every time you set out on a hunt, you never|
know where you'll end up, and you never know what yo

will find.
Loop antenna for Foxhunting with an HT. Above article Copyright ©1992 and 2001 by Joseph D.
from Mike, Wb9L Moell.

73

Mike WB9OL
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http://www.w9joz.org/
http://homingin.com/FAQ.html#crenshaw
http://homingin.com/THRDFSinfo.html
http://homingin.com/THRDFSinfo.html
http://homingin.com/THRDFSinfo.html
http://homingin.com/THRDFSinfo.html
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You know you're a ham when...

you find yourself mentally undressing your rig.

you'd rather turn on youig instead of your wife.

your definition of high fashion is a baseball cap with your call letters on it.

your shack actually begins to look like one.

at a party, after you've told a joke, you say "hi hi".

you're happy to be considered just anothenbieathe pot.

your idea of sightseeing is checking rooftops for antennas.

you check for your packet messages before you check your answering machine.

you think carrying an HT is more of a status symbol than a cellular phone.

= =2 =4 =4 =4 -4 -4 -4 -4 -4

you have the need to explain to someone that being a ham is not the same as
being a CBer.

This page is for Tony, W9AL who said he missexhtt@ons. ThanksVE3XAG for
creating these cartoons to amuse Tony.
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